


The production of carbon black from crude oil is technically 


possible but wholly uneconomic. Since no supplies of natural gas 
have been tapped in Saudi Arabian oil fields up to the present 
time, it does not appear feasible to develop the manufacture of 


carbon black in Saudi Arabia. It is of course quite possible 00 
that natural gas will be extracted in sufficient quantities in _ 
Saudi Arabia at a later date but until its extraction has been i u 
undertaken the development of carbon black plants would appear s 
to be economically impracticable. = 
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June 15, 1944 





My. John Dawson 
Mr. Richard H. 
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About ten 4 fa ago we gave you a memorandum 
regarding 4n American carbon black manufacturers 
eonei , the cmateantion of carbon black 
plants in Russia and Iren. Attached is a eo . 
of a letter for Mri Duee of the Arabian Amer 
O11 Sor te lip. Gasp Oven vided will be of 
interest to the members of your staff workir 
on this problem. We have another copy of ° 
letter, so do not return it. 
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ARABIAN AMERICAN OIL COMPANY 


San Francisco, California 
June 5, 1944 


CARBON BLACK 
LFW-230 


MR. GARRY OWEN: 
Washington, D. C. 


Please refer to your letters LWF-444 and 
LWF-478. At the end of 1944 we will, according to our 
present estimates, be producing approximately 27,000 
BPD which will make available approximately 8,000,000 
cu. ft. of gas which could be used for the manufacture 
of carbon black. Assuming that our Ras Tanura Refinery 
will be completed in 1945, there would be approximately 
27,000,000 cu. ft. of gas per day at the end of 1945. 
We do not have positive information as to how much carbon 
black can be made from the gas production mentioned above, 
Such information as we have, however, indicates that we 
might expect one to three pounds of carbon black per 
thousand cubic feet of gas burned. 


We have had some correspondence with the 
Columbian Carbon Company regarding the manufacture of 
carbon black from the gas in Arabia. In our letter of 
March 1 to mr. Victor Cotner, Chief Geologist of that 
Company, we furnished him with a fractional analysis of 
both the Dammam and the Abgqaiq gases. From those analyses 
he may be able to advise us the approximate yield of 
carbon black, and we are writing him today asking him 
if this is possible. Whatever information becomes avail- 
able we will pass it on to you. 


JAMES THRKY DUCE 


Copy for Mr. Leonard Parker 


/S 








AMERICAN CARBON BLACK MANUFACTURERS TO CONSIDER PLANTS IN 
RUSSIA AND IRAN WPB-5729 


(OPFICIAL TEXT) American manufacturers of 
carbon black, one of the materials vital to the synthetic 
rubber program, and now in extremely short og ly, have been 
asked to consider the construction of carbon eee plants in 
Russia and Iran, the War Production Board reported today. 


The proposal was advanced by H. LeRoy Whitney, 
technical adviser to Donald M. Nelson, WPB Chairman, at a : 
es of the Carbon Black Manufacturers Industry Advisory 
maittee,. 


Mr. Whitney pointed out that there are large untapped 
supplies of natural gas, from which carbon black is made, both in 
Russia and at the head of the Persian Gulf. Transportation 
facilities are available, as well, he said. 


After officials of WPB's Chewicals Bureau at the meet- 
ing hed emphasized the importance of additional production and 
new manufacturing facilities, members of the committee agreed to 
explore the possibilities of meeting the expanding prograas. 


Chemicals Bureau officials said they expect to 
attain the anticipated 1944 goal of 1,300,000,000 pounds of 
carbon black, of which 700,000,000 pounds would be channel 
bleck and 600, 000 000 pounds furnace black. This, they 
asserted, should be sufficient to weet the requirements of the 
military and civilian tire programs this year. i 


(END OF OF FICIAL TEXT) 
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